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In this exhibition, the term “My Village” is used to symbolize the concept of the “homeland.”

Regardless of whether one hails from a village or a city, or whether one feels a true sense of belonging, we can’ t help
but feel something special about our "homeland.” And that “homeland” can be one’ s actual birthplace, an ancestral
land never lived in, or even an idealized, imaginary place to be sought out. Thinking of, or searching, for a “homeland”
is actually an act of re-establishment or exploration of our self-identity. This quest also stems from a very basic
question: “Where am | from?” or “Who am 17" This exhibition brings together “My Village,” a number of homelands
depicted by Asian artists.

The exhibition starts from “Depicting Village Life,” a section that shows paintings which portray everyday life and work
in artists’ own villages or their vision of a perfect life through the various styles of tribal art of India and Bangladesh.
Next, “the Reality of a Homeland” introduces artworks which focus on harsh realities of life in their homeland, such as
exploitation by those in power in the era of urbanization. And in “My Village,” we can feel artists” affection for their
own homeland through their artworks, which depict the seasons, customs, and values and philosophies of their
villages. The final section, entitled “Movement,” shows the work of artists who have wrestled with their self-identity
after migrating to new lands. Furthermore, it also gives us an insight into an important question: whether or not “the
homeland” has to be defined by borders. For example, the homeland of nomadic people is constantly shifting along
with their movements.

We hope the exhibition “Tales of My Village” and the artworks shown here gives you a chance to turn your thoughts to
your own “homeland.”

A Aung Ko(Myanmar) Aung Ko's Village” inkjet print on paper (9 prints), 2010-2011 [detail]

List of Works (12 pieces)

A Shanti Devi (India)
“Sawan Puja”
ink and pigment on paraconcrete wall, 1997

A Jivya Soma Mashe (India)
“Holi and Village Tradition”
rice juice on paraconcrete wall, 1996

A BRAC (Bangladesh Rural Advancement
Committee)/Aarong (Bangladesh)
“Golden Bengal / Tapestry”

“Women of Bengali/ Tapestry”
embroidery on cloth, 2000

A Nunelucio Alvarado (Philippines)
“Sugar Daddy” “Masskara Queen”
oil on canvas, 1998

A Prasong Luemuang (Thailand)
“Burden in the Life”
gouache on paper, 1996

A Song Hyunsook (Korea)
”8 Brushstrokes” tempera on canvas, 1998
“59 Brushstrokes” tempera on canvas, 1998
“60 Brushstrokes” tempera on canvas, 2001 A Zai Kuning (Singapore) “Riau” video (30:00), 2003




