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Through invention and discovery, humans have long sought to
better understand the formless matter known as ‘light.” In art
history too, light and how to convey it have been a timeless
theme. The meaning and the use of light shift periodically. In
art, it starts from the painting and then proceeds to the print and

photography.

An introductory work of this exhibition is created by Lionel
Wendt, a photographer from Colombo, Sri Lanka. After
studying law and music in London, Wendt became a serious
photography in the early 1930s and founded Chitorafoto, the
photographic studio in Colombo. He also worked hard to
establish the 43 group, the first artist collective in Sri Lanka and
played a crucial role in cultivating modern art and photography

in Sri Lanka. AlLionel Wendt(Sri Lanka)

Bachelor Cruising South
gelatin silver print (Date uncertain 1933-37)

In 1839, approximately a hundred year prior to Wendt's

commitment to the photography, daguerreotype, the first commercially successful photographic process, was invented in France and largely advanced the
documentation method from painting and print. This new technology that fixes an image using light also evoked much enthusiasm around the world, which
subsequently generated various photographic techniques. Wendt was no exception. His insatiable curiosity to pursue the new techniques and sincere

attachment to the ordinary landscape of his beloved home country will guide us to understand the other works in the exhibition as well.

This exhibition leads three themes from the title, Chasing Light. The “light of faith” displays symbolic works that touch the theme of religious belief or
mythology. The “light over the people and nature” shows the works depicting the lively spirit of the place. The “twinkling light of the city” introduces a series
of works that documents the image of the city using the light of firecracker or fire. Chasing the light, how have the Asian artists expressed this formless object,

and what have they sought to express through the light? We hope the audience to find the light embedded in individual works.

List of Works

light of faith

AlLionel Wendt(Sri Lanka)
Boy and Wave (variations)
gelatin silver print

(positive and negative solarization) (c. 1938)

APratuang Emjaroen(Thailand)
Reflection of Life in Lotus Leaf
oil on canvas(1980)

AMontien Boonma(Thailand)
Alm
terra-cotta, steel and gold leaf(1992)

Sketch for "Alms" (A)-(C)
color pencil on paper(1992)

AChoindongiyn Hurelbaatar(Mongolia)
Last Prayer
oil on canvas(1993)

AKama Wangdi(Bhutan)
Fire: Wind Horses
ink, acrylic, cloth flag on handmade

Water: Wind Horses
ink, acrylic, cloth flag on handmade

light over the people and nature

ASu Xinping(China)
Old Man 17%
lithograph on paper(1992)

Wait
lithograph on paper(1989)

Sunrise
lithograph on paper(1991)

ATsultemin Enkhjin(Mongolia)
Window
oil on canvas(1987)

AZheng Yi(China)
North
oil on canvas(1989)

ATserennadmidin Tsegmed(Mongolia)
Extraordinary Thing
oil on canvas(1993)

AKazi Ghiyasuddin(Bangladesh)
Story of Night
oil on canvas(1996)

twinkling light of the city

AKim Seong-youn(South Korea)
Fireworks
video (4min. 57sec.) (2006)

ACai Guogiang(China)

I am an Extraterrestrial: Project for
Meeting with Tenjin (Heavenly Gods):
Project for Extraterrestrials No.4
gunpowder and ink on paper mounted on
canvas(1990)

ALim Poh Teck(Singapore)
Thrilling City No.5
acrylic on canvas(1991)

AZhang Dali(China)
200143b
Photograph(2001)

200149a
photograph(2



