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Fukuoka Landscape

X through the traces and fragmented memories

Artist Statement

A Place with a Clear View

Based on what | heard from my grandparents about their memories, | learned about
the history of my family and town. This experience made me realize that although |
am here now, that would not become the only factor that makes me alive. It was
crystal-clear, and with no doubt, that the things from the past and future are
continuous.

I have made a number of works using cement. However, through this realization,
the cement became not a mere material but rather a very significant substance for
myself. My family has been running a factory that creates concrete products since
1972. 1 could say that cement, a primal material to produce concrete, felt familiar to
me.

The cylindrical form derives from the water tower that used to exist near my family’ s
factory. This water tower was the highest building on site and was a symbolic
architecture that could be seen from afar.

However, there once was a chimney much taller than this water tower. The chimney
was built when my family ran a rag factory before the cement factory.

Through time, my family witnessed radical landscape changes before their eyes. My
family lived alongside their town’s history and the mainstream of society. |, who live

in the present, am also within the flow of that stream.

Koga Yoshihiro

This artwork is on view at Artist Cafe Fukuoka (2-5 Jonai,Chuo-ku, Fukuoka) between Dec.9 and Dec.17, 2023
*Closed on 12/11(Mon.)



