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The 1st Fukuoka Asian Art Triennale (FT1)
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The 1st Fukuoka Asian Art Triennale was held as a
commemorative event for the opening of the FAAM and was
held from 6 March 1999, the opening day of the FAAM.

An executive committee of 24 members, headed by Mr.
Yamasaki Hirotaro, the Mayor of Fukuoka City at the time,
was formed to implement the plans for the Triennale. This
executive committee had sub-groups, such as the
Management Subcommittee, which had 9 members; a
Curatorial Subcommittee for the selection of participating
artists with 5 members including 2 non-Japanese members
and an Exchange Program Subcommittee with 13 members.

As can be seen from its organizational structure, the
FAAM' s triennale started with exchange programs between
artists and Fukuoka citizens as its central feature. Along with
a conventional art exhibition, various art exchange
programs, such as open studio events and public workshops
were held. Such projects are still taking place as part of the
regular activities at the museum through the Residency
Program.

The first Fukuoka Asian Art Triennale (FT1) took as its
theme “Communications: Channels for Hope.” Identifying a
trend prevalent in the 1990s, the exhibition's theme focused
on a new function of art as a medium fostering
understanding and empathy between people in Asia and
around the world. Together with artworks that bring art
closer to the experience of people’ s everyday lives, FT1
could also be said to be the creation of artists whose
artworks can only be made collaboratively, through the
cooperation and input of a variety of people. At the
exhibition site, paintings and photographs were exhibited
alongside the installation new media and digital art that
became popular across the globe in the 1990s.

In this exhibition artworks exhibited at FT1 are shown
alongside related artworks and documentation of the
exchange activities and the exhibition itself.
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