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By City Subway By Nishitetsu Bus By Car

Alight at Nakasu-Kawabata Station and take Kawabata-machi/Hakata- »From Dazaifu: 7 minutes from Chiyo Ramp, Urban

Exit6 za-mae bus stop Expressway

»From Fukuoka Airport Station: 9 minutes »From Kitakyushu: 5 minutes from Gofukumachi Ramp,

»From Hakata Station: 3 minutes Urban Expressway

»From Tenjin Station: 1 minute *Enter Hakata Riverain Bldg underground parking from
Showa-dori
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In this corner of the Asia Gallery, we feature one work

Allbl A rt La b from our collection and display it with a range of related
materials and publications.
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Yamashiro is an acclaimed emerging artist based in her birthplace of
Okinawa, and her works have been shown worldwide. Her works deal with
ongoing issues surrounding war, US military bases and other aspects of
Okinawan history, and the inheritance of memories surrounding these
issues. She uses original methods to create highly polished artworks. This
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Born in Hangzow, Chinain 1993, where she currently resides.
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Bornin Tawau, Malaysia in 1993 and lives in Kuala Lumpar
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A richly colored, futuristic kitchen juxtaposed against a
relaxing greenly picnic space. In a kitchen decorated with a
strutting chicken, tropical fish, plants and flowers, a young
woman cooks and then serves this to men enjoying their
picnic. This fantastical creation is what Mo plans to include in
her video work at FAAM.

Artificial and natural items come together in this video piece.
“Once, there was nothing
manmade on this earth. As
human civilization has evolved,
more unnatural things have
entered the natural environment,”
says artist Mo. “We don't question
the way we live, but in fact our
society has become increasingly
filled with unnatural things. This
is what | reveal in my works.” @

Mo's setting for the piece, along =
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Since 2009, FAAM has welcomed the winner of Singapore’s
United Overseas Bank Painting of the Year award to reside for
one month as a guest artist. Chok won the top prize in the
Malaysian division of the award in 2017.

Chok’s works give a nostalgic treatment to nature and family
scenes. Themes include the countryside where he used to visit
his grandmother, with its wondrous forest and memories of
his relatives and childhood friends. Chok's grandmother has
since passed away, and the forest
cleared for development, and the
artist feels estranged from the
people who now live there. The
artist's unusual images combine
photographs of nature with archive
family photos, and layers of paint
which are then curved as if in
search of the past he has lost.

During his stay in Fukuoka, the
artist visited natural places and
based his work on the inspiration
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Those artists are back! Art in Fukuoka Castle
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Suzann Victor (Singapore)
Rising Sun 2018
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Krupa Makhija (India)
Revisiting: History and Identity 2017
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Yaloo (Korea)
Yaloo Catsle Site
2018
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LETHY . BEE-F- DS change in locatloh made for a vastly
different impression, and evoked a sense of

From this year, the city came alive with arts and culture during
the inaugural Fukuoka Culture Program. One of the first
initiatives was Art in Fukuoka Castle, held from 30 March — 8
April. This was a collaboration between Fukuoka City Cultural
Promotion Section, Fukuoka Art Museum and FAAM in which
works by six contemporary artists were displayed. They
included three participants of recent FAAM events: Yaloo and
Krupa from last year’s residence programs, and Suzann from the
Connecting Southeast Asia in Hakata event.
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Suzann's work was inspired by the rising sun
and composed of 600 round lens sheets.
Depending on the viewer's angle, the lens
sheets appeared to reflect either the cherry
blossoms in full bloom nearby, or the castle’s
Tamon Turret. The work also transformed
depending on the time of day, weather, wind
and other natural changes.

This work used projection mapping and VR
image technology to create a theme park-like
installation in seven rooms of the castle’s
Tamon Turret. Yaloo's visual elements were
inspired by Yamakasa festival float, beauty
products from drugstore and other items
found in Fukuoka. They were further
combined with ancient skulls and K-pop star
to form an original Ginsengman character.
The resulting piece was as grotesque as it
was likeable.
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Fukuoka Museum Week 2018
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For eight days from 12 - 19 May, various
events took place at 19 locations around
Fukuoka as part of Fukuoka Museum Week
2018. FAAM hosted several of these, which are
summarized here.
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Live discussion: Book, Asia and Cafe
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In the Museum Week events, foremost

FEHE D% # among FAAM's contribution each year is its

LB W=y series of talks featuring prominent guests.

_?_ i‘ "{ B A Tomarkthe reopening in April of the

oL t\ 2 museum's cafe, a live discussion was held

2} & ‘i‘ with Qi Minoru, proprietor of Books
T = 3 —1  Kubrick; Maeda Katsutoshi, an architect and
& = &= the owner of Sri Lankan restaurants
CS5&R8

Nuwara Eliya and Tunapaha; and moderator
Rawanchaikul Toshiko, FAAM chief curator.

Oi’'s format of niche bookstore was unique
in Japan when it opened in 2001, and
Maeda was among the first to include a
large bookshelf in his first restaurant when
it opened in the 1980s. Both are still
regarded across Japan as pioneers, and
provided audiences with insights into their
work over the years. Oi described the
founding of Books Kubrick and backstory of the event
‘Bookuoka’. Maeda talked about his approach to space-making
and his fascination for Sri Lanka with photos he took.

The conversation turned to FAAM’s Art Cafe, and Oi (who
selected the books displayed there) told listeners: “The variety
of books available to visitors at FAAM has always been
amazing, from exhibition catalogs on other art galleries to
photography, architecture and non—Asian art. I've maintained
that theme, with a selection of books that will appeal to a range
of interests.” Maeda commented,
“The space is a bit too perfect for
me. | find a little clutter interesting,
and would love to see a little more
drama in here.” The talk gave a
sense of exciting new possibilities at
the newly refurbished cafe.
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On the cafe’s bookshelves are 10,000 books

selected by Oi from FAAM's collection of 60,000.
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Photo by Yamanaka Shintaro (Qsyum!)
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Other Museum Week events at FAAM included talks by our resident

artists (see P4), a backyard tour, a gallery tour and a reading of Asian
picture books and plays.
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Talks by the resident artists
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Challenge! Ajibi Collection visual diary
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— Zunchaka, 24.
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means?” — Miike Juju, 8.

“I love the figure’s slenderness and twist.”
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“At first | thought the colors looked dirty,
but it's a wonderful piece. | wonder what it
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ZAO Wou-Ki (China/France)
Stilf Two of Us — 10.3.74
1974, Fukuoka Art Museum

FAAM challenged visitors of Museum Week to create a visual
diary of an artwork from the Asia Gallery, with a short text to
accompany their sketch. We were delighted to receive some
wonderful entries, with three featured here.
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“I love paintings that depict other

paintings. The girl looking at the girlin

the picture here is so intriguing. My

drawing adds in another girl, looking at

the whole piece.”

— Garakuta Houbutsuden, 23.



